31st Annual Autism Connections Conference
Thursday, April 28, 2022
8 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

A Whole Life: The Empowered Journey

Attendee Information

All registrations include on-demand access including Keynote Presentations,
Breakout Sessions and all Exhibitor information through July 29, 2022!

Are you a busy parent, caregiver, professional, student or self-advocate who is looking for the most up to date
information related to autism and autism services? When you register for the Autism Conference, all Keynote
Presentations, Breakout Sessions and Exhibitor Information will be available to you on demand, as a registered
attendee, until July 29, 2022 for viewing on your own schedule!

Keynote Speakers
Alix Generous

Alix Generous is an #ActuallyAutistic advocate for advancing mental health
reform and institutional treatment of autistic people. She is an activist,
writer, entrepreneur, aspiring child psychologist, story-teller, and artist Her
TED talk “My inner life” has received over 1.9 million views and she has
spoken around the world on her life experiences.

Jed Baker, Ph.D.

Jed Baker, Ph.D. is the director of the Social Skills Training
Project, an organization serving individuals with autism and social
communication problems. He provides training internationally on the
topic of social skills training and managing challenging behaviors
and is an award winning author of 8 books.

Autism Connections is a program of

31st Annual Autism Connections Conference
April 28, 2022, sign up for Breakout Sessions 4/21-4/27

Professional: $100
Parent/Caregiver/Individual with Autism: $50
Registration Deadline is April 21, 2022*

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Company and/or Individual Name**
Address
Address 2
City

State

Zip

Phone
Email (note that this email must be the email that will be used to sign in on
the day of the Conference.)

Attendee Name
PAYMENT INFORMATION

m

I am mailing this form with an enclosed check.
Please enclose check with this registration

m

I am paying by credit card, information below.***

Credit Card

☐ Visa

☐ MasterCard

☐ Amex

CCS#

REGISTER FOR THE
CONFERENCE

Use this form and mail it with a check
or credit card information to arrive by
April 21, 2022 to: Joanne Lucey, Autism
Connections Conference, 41 Russell Street,
Hadley, MA 01035. OR register online.
For more information email joanne.lucey@
pathlightgroup.org.
Please note it is best to register online if
possible. When you register online you can
also choose to pay by check or credit card,
or request an invoice.

REGISTER WITH SOCIO

Your Phone

State

Once you access the site, please review the
Breakout Sessions and sign up for one in the
morning and one in the afternoon. You can
then explore the site to become comfortable
with how it works and visit the Exhibitor
pages.

Name on Card
Billing Address

City

The 2022 Virtual Conference has Exhibitors
and Breakout Sessions with information and
resources for all ages, with ideas to educate,
motivate and energize you. You, your family
members, your students, and the children
and adults you work with all will benefit from
your new-found knowledge and resources!

Online Platform SOCIO will open
approximately one week before the
conference. At that time, you will receive
an email with your unique password. You
will then be able to sign up for SOCIO using
the email you used for registration, and the
password you were emailed.

Card #
Exp Date

During Autism Awareness Month in April,
Autism Connections’ Annual Autism
Conference gathers parents, educators,
agency professionals, and self-advocates to
connect, be inspired and build knowledge
around the most current information on
autism.

Zip

* We are unable to offer refunds after April 1
** If you are registering more than one person, please register online.
*** The credit card charge will be from Pathlight

31st Annual Autism Connections Conference
Schedule

April 21: Registration Deadline
April 21 - April 27: Sign into SOCIO
Online Platform SOCIO will open approximately one week before the Conference. At that time, you will
receive an email with your unique password. You will then be able to sign up for SOCIO using the email
you used for registration, and the password you were emailed.
Once you access the site, please review the Breakout Sessions and sign up for one in the morning and
one in the afternoon. You can then explore the site to become comfortable with how it works and visit
the Exhibitor pages. It will not be possible to sign up for Breakout Sessions the day of the Conference.

Conference Day, April 28
8:00-9:00 SIGN IN
Registrants sign in to Virtual Conference on SOCIO with their unique
code.
VIRTUAL EXHIBITOR SHOWCASE AND LIVE CHAT ROOMS
The Exhibitor Showcase times will offer visits to view organization
descriptions, to chat live with the Exhibitor representatives or make
an appointment for a private meeting at another time. Rooms will be
open during the Exhibitor Showcase hours of 8-9am and 1:30-2:30pm.
9:00-9:15 WELCOME ADDRESS, logistics for the day
9:15-10:30 MORNING KEYNOTE ADDRESS
10:30-10:45 BREAK
10:45-12:15 MORNING BREAKOUT SESSIONS and Q&A
12:15-12:30 BREAK
12:30-1:30 AFTERNOON KEYNOTE
1:30-2:30 EXHIBITOR SHOWCASE AND LIVE CHAT ROOMS
2:30-4:00 AFTERNOON BREAKOUT SESSIONS and Q&A

41 Russell Street | Hadley, MA 01035, 413-585-8010
75 South Church Street, Suite 402 | Pittsfield, MA 01201, 413-443-4780
220 Brookdale Drive | Springfield, MA 01104, 413-585-8010

www.autismconnectionsma.org

Autism Connections is a program of

Breakout Session Choices
Choose Sessions during pre-Conference previews (the week before)*

MORNING SESSIONS
CBHI Services - an Overview (Gándara)

Leah Cote: LICSW, Director of Intensive Care Coordination
Lianette Sheehan: BCBA, Director of In-home Behavioral Services
This workshop is an overview of the services within CBHI (Children’s
Behavioral Health Initiative) with a focus on ICC and IHB and the referral
and exclusionary criteria.

Introduction to Floortime/DIR

people, the benefits of inclusive friendships, and what to do when
efforts are distracted and misled, which even when well-intended, can
be terrible barriers to relationships. Each section will emphasize the
opportunity for people to build relationships within their communities,
naturally wherever they live, learn, work and play. Support on how
to encourage friendships for people with autism in different facets of
everyday life will be explored.

AFTERNOON SESSIONS

Sarah Measures: M.Ed., Instructor for the Astra Foundation

Autistic Perspectives on Post-Secondary Education

Sarah will review the essential elements of the DIR/Floortime model.
Video tapes will be used to illustrate principles and strategies. Topics
include a review of the six developmental stages of the model and
the criteria for evaluating the child’s functioning at each level; the
importance of understanding a child’s processing issues and sensory
challenges and how these impact a child’s movement through the
developmental levels; the significance that affect is the driving force
enabling children to learn and that only when the child’s actions are
“hooked up” to his feelings is he able to make skills his own.

Three local autistic self-advocates share their experiences and resources
on navigating post-secondary education.

Key Components of effective social/emotional skills
training
Jed Baker: Conference Keynote Speaker

The presentation details key components that must be addressed in
order to be effective in teaching skills including: Prioritizing appropriate
skill goals; motivation for training; skill acquisition; strategies based on
level of language functioning; generalization; peer sensitivity training;
and measuring progress.

LifeMAP Coaching – The Road to Success

Nataliya S. Poto: M.A., Director of LifeMAP Coaching Programs and
Asperger/Autism Professional Coaching Association at the Asperger/
Autism Network (AANE)
This workshop is a presentation of AANE’s coaching programs called
LifeMAP. LifeMAP consists of eight subprograms: LifeMAP for Teens;
CollegeMAP; InterviewPREP; Practice Interview; WorkMAP; LifeMAP
over 50; LifeMAP in Spanish; LifeMAP Foundation. All LifeMAP
programs are intensive, practical, highly individualized life coaching
programs for individuals with Asperger/autism profiles. The ultimate
goal of LifeMAP is for clients to improve their quality of life and increase
their independence. The workshop offers unique tools and innovative
coaching strategies which are developed and used by LifeMAP coaches
to support their clients.

Total Communication: Building Communication Skills
AM/PM

Julie Hayden: Senior Director at Behavior Assist, BCBA, LABA, BS in
Biology, MSEd in Behavior Analysis
Total Communication and Building Communication Skills will review how
to effectively set expectations for parents, caregivers, and providers to
promote collaboration, engagement and continuity of care for clients.
Participants will learn to set expectations across all stakeholders
involved in client treatment. Topics include models of ABA service
delivery that have been developed or enhanced during the COVID-19
Pandemic.

Widening the Circle: The Importance of Friendship for All
Meg Gaydos: Pathways to Friendship Facilitator
Phoebe Goodman: Pathways to Friendship Facilitator

Pathways to Friendship consultants will share stories of connecting

Jay Eveson-Egler: Co-Manager of the Simpatico Autism Peer-to-Peer
Mentorship Program at AANE; autistic self-advocate
Tiffany Cavanaugh: Inclusion Consultant/Peer Inclusion Specialist; autistic
self-advocate
Adra Riv Woods Rege: Bookseller at Barnes and Noble; Assistant at
Tangle U Productions; autistic self-advocate; Alumna of both Holyoke
Community College and Mount Holyoke College

Creative Employment

Alix Generous: Conference Key Note Speaker
Join Alix Generous as she talks about creative employment opportunities,
including “out of the box” employment such as entrepreneurship and
creating your own opportunities for employment.

Individualized College Support for Students in Need of 		
Transition Services (College Steps)
Chris Kennedy: Regional Director
Brya Emery: Director of Admissions and Enrollment

This workshop will review how teams can support students in their
transition to a post-secondary education environment with a focus on
post-secondary or pre-employment goals. Topics include the program
overview, age-appropriate transition supports, partnerships both on- and
off-campus, and monitoring student goals and progress towards greater
independence.

Total Communication: Building Communication Skills
AM/PM

Julie Hayden: Senior Director at Behavior Assist, BCBA, LABA, BS in
Biology, MSEd in Behavior Analysis
Total Communication and Building Communication Skills will review how
to effectively set expectations for parents, caregivers, and providers to
promote collaboration, engagement and continuity of care for clients.
Participants will learn to set expectations across all stakeholders involved
in client treatment. Topics include models of ABA service delivery that
have been developed or enhanced during the COVID-19 Pandemic.

Transition: Special Education to Adult Services (DDS)

Leilani Paniagua: DDS Transition Service Coordinator
Transition is a word that has a unique meaning to families with a loved
one aging out of the entitlement of education and into the world as
productive, contributing adults. This anticipated change brings about
many anxious feelings. When does the transition process start? Who is
involved? Are there any options? Who can help? Family members were
also competent with the educational terminology, now they must learn
a new language such as 688, ISP and Self-Direction? The Breakout
Session will discuss student’s vision, critical timelines, eligibility process
and criteria, Chapter 688, Individual Transition Plan, and a review of adult
services.

*Registrants will receive an email with Conference access information the week before the event.

